
COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS – 10/20/19 
 

::: OPEN IN PRAYER ::: 
 
SUNDAY RECAP: This was week 3 in our series, “Troubling Questions of the Christian Heart”. The 
challenge was focused on God’s love, and considering the ways that we resist it. Why do we resist it? 
Do we really understand God’s love? How have we experienced God’s love? And what are the 
consequences of resisting God’s love? What can we do to better abide in God’s love? 
 

THE TROUBLING QUESTION OF THE WEEK: “What are you doing to resist the love of God?” 
 
DISCUSS: Share anything from Sunday’s sermon that encouraged or challenged you. As well, begin to 
discuss your personal answer to the question of the week. 
 
 

READ JEREMIAH 17:9: 
 "The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked; Who can know it?” 

 
DISCUSS: Not the happiest verse in the bible. But a necessary verse. To remind us that we are never to 
trust our very human emotions and instincts. One of the greatest reasons we RESIST God’s love is 
because we are ‘DECEIVED’. 

 
Take a moment to share what things in your life tend to be the main catalysts that cause you to resist 

the love of God. How has it affected your life? Your faith? Your relationships? 
 

 
READ: Here in 1 John 4, the writer is challenging his readers to act out in love while providing a very 
thoughtful and encouraging truth about the love of God. Before we do anything in faith, we should 

always be reminded of the source of love. As you read, focus on the writer’s mentions of God’s love. 
 

1 JOHN 4:7-19 “7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves 
has been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God 
is love. 9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that 
we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son 
as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one 

another. 12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is 
made complete in us. 13 This is how we know that we live in him and he in us: He has given us of his 

Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the 
world. 15 If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in them and they in 

God. 16 And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in 
God, and God in them. 17 This is how love is made complete among us so that we will have 

confidence on the day of judgment: In this world we are like Jesus. 18 There is no fear in love. But 
perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made 

perfect in love. 19 We love because he first loved us.” 
 
DISCUSS: The challenge on Sunday was, “ALL OF JESUS LOVES ALL OF YOU”. 
 
As we consider the above passage and the challenge from Sunday, take a moment to really share 

how well you truly KNOW this great truth of God’s love? 
 
What thoughts from the above passage strike you the most? What encourages you? What confuses 

you?  
::: FLIP OVER ::: 



 
READ JOHN 15:9-10: 

“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now abide in my love. If you keep my 
commands, you will abide in my love.” 

 
 
APPLICATION: Our whole purpose in life, while in the midst of this broken world, is to ABIDE in the love 
of Christ, as instructed by Christ Himself. It’s not just obedience, it’s the lifestyle of a Christian. So where 
are we at in living out this great purpose? Below is a list of applications that was shared Sunday in the 
hopes to improve in our abiding. Pick 1 or 2 or 3 that you’ll stop resisting and start abiding. 
 
 

REMEMBRANCE: 
It is an eternal remembrance of our redemption 

 
CONSISTENCE:  

Awareness that God’s love is considered in all we do 
 

DEPENDENCE:  
Acknowledging your eternal reliance on God’ power and grace 

 
CONFIDENCE:  

A bold assurance that there is nothing that can separate you from God 
 

REVERANCE:  
Humility to question all you are matched up against the word of God and the person of Christ 

 
OBEDIENCE:  

Doing what God’s called you to, trusting God’s way is better 
 

PERSEVERANCE:  
Holding on the hope we have in Christ through all sins and struggles of life 

 
INTELLIGENCE:  

A desire to grow in the love of God to the greatest capacity your human brain can handle 
 
 
 
CLOSE IN PRAYER: As you close in prayer be encouraged to share ANYTHING you desire prayer for, as 
well as anything relating to today’s discussion. 


